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AP Spanish Language & Culture Syllabus 
District Homework Policy 

Course Overview 
In this 4th year AP Spanish course, students will develop their skills through reading, writing, listening and speaking 

within a variety of topics. Students will become familiar with a wide range of vocabulary, settings, cultural beliefs and styles of 
speech. The year is divided up into 6 thematic units: Family and Communities, Beauty and Aesthetics, Personal and Public 
Identities, Global Challenges, Contemporary Life, and Science and Technology.  

In order for students of Spanish to become competent in all four modalities of the language (reading, writing, 
listening & speaking), they must be surrounded by Spanish whenever possible. For this reason, the AP Spanish Language 
course is conducted entirely in Spanish and the students are expected to use Spanish both inside and outside the classroom. 
Students should be able to use Spanish to do the following: 
▪ Summarize, synthesize and make predictions about authentic written, audio and audiovisual sources. 
▪ Write both formally and informally in response to authentic written, audio and audiovisual sources. 
▪ Communicate orally and in writing, with the purpose of presenting information, expressing an opinion and making a 

persuasive argument.  
▪ Recognize and interpret differences between one’s own culture and traditions in the Spanish-speaking world. 

Materials Needed 
Textbooks 

1. Draggett, Parthena, Cole Conlin, Max Ehrsam, and Elizabeth Millán. Temas: AP Spanish Language and Culture. 
Boston: Vista Higher Learning, 2014. Print. 

2. Frisancho, Jorge, María T. Redmon, and Marta Lucía Restrepo Bravo. AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam 
Preparation. Boston: Vista Higher Learning, 2014. Print. 

3. Díaz, José. Abriendo Paso: Gramática. Upper Saddle River: Pearson Prentic Hall, 2005.  
Additional Student Materials 

1. Spanish-English Dictionary  
2. 1-inch binder w/8 subject dividers 
3. Pen, pencil, paper, eraser, highlighters (different colors) 

Other Materials (optional) 
If you can, please donate one of the following to the class for use throughout the year: 
Kleenex, 3 x 5 Note cards, cardstock (any color), art supplies 
Assessment 
Formative assessments will occur on a daily basis (e.g. class discussions, grammar review, vocabulary usage in speech, etc.) 
Although not all assignments will be collected and given a grade, students are expected to complete all skills building activities 
(homework, classwork). Assignments will be reviewed in class and students are expected to understand 
the material through discussions and self-check.  
Grades  
A 90-100%  
B 80-89%  
C 70-79%  
D 60-69% 
F           anything lower than 60% 
 
For each 6-week grading period:  
(GRADES ARE POSTED ON CANVAS) 
Skills building & participation…….....…..10% (Homework, classwork, formative assessments) 
Interpersonal communication ...................20% (Face-to-face conversations, email, blog comments) 
Interpretive communication................…..20% (Listen to audio / read text & answer information about it) 
Presentational communication................. 20% (Speech, dialogues, essays, posters) 
Quizzes…..…………..….........................25%        (Vocabulary & grammar assessments) 
Culture & Community.....................………5% (Volunteering, public events, tutoring) 
Retakes 
Students who receive below a 70% (D or F) on a quiz or other major assessment may have the option to retake a similar 
assessment. In order to retake a quiz/assessment, the student must complete and turn in corrections with explanations for why 
they got the answers wrong. Then they will make arrangements with Profe Bolante to retake the assessment. The highest grade 
that a student can attain from a retake is 70%. The teacher has the right to give additional work that she sees appropriate for 
student learning, as well as the right to deny a student the ability to retake the quiz/assessment due to special circumstances. 
Retakes for other assessments vary, depending on the task. 
Make-Up Work (Excused absences) 
Students should make up all work within a week of the absence.  If you have been absent, check Canvas and the plan semanal 
(weekly plan) to see what you missed. Profe Bolante is available during Flex Time or at lunch to make up work that requires 
an audio file or special instructions. Students are responsible for getting handouts and making up assignments they missed.  
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Late work / “No zero” policy (Unexcused absences / missing work):  
Students can make up most homework and classwork assignments late for 70% credit. (This is for unexcused absences or for 
assignments failed to complete on time.) The work must be completed in front of the teacher and must be turned in prior to 
finishing the chapter for which the work was to be done. In order for you to complete the work in front of Profe Bolante, you 
can make an appointment to come at Flex time or at lunch. If the work is not completed in front of the teacher, you may not 
receive credit for it.  
Technology: 
Technology is part of our everyday lives, therefore it is important to keep up with the various online resources for this class. 
All grades will be posted on Canvas. Some documents and assignment details will be posted in Google Classroom. 
Profesora’s website (https://sites.google.com/a/millshighsch.org/espanol-ap-2011-2012/) is another resource for students to 
access information about the Spanish language and culture. Also, there is a list of great websites that can be found on 
Profesora’s blog: http://bolante-espanol-ap.blogspot.com/ 
Classroom Expectations 
Students in this class are expected to adhere to the following guidelines: 

● Respect others and yourself 
● Maintain academic integrity (no cheating) 
● Be in their seats & ready to work when the bell rings 
● Cell phones & electronic devices should be used outside of the classroom, unless used for a class activity. These 

items will be taken away by the teacher if she feels it is distracting you from learning. 
● Food (including gum/candy) should be eaten outside of class  
● Profanity and racial or sexist slurs (i.e. name-calling) will not be tolerated 
● Students should go to the bathroom/locker before or after class so as not to miss valuable instructional time 

On-going Assignments  
1. Vocabulary & Grammar 

Once or twice a week students complete homework that practices vocabulary and grammar being used in class. 
Vocabulary and grammar quizzes will be given every 2-3 weeks to assess students’ understanding of the concepts. 

2. Blogs (similar to Summer HW) 
Students will post blog entries about every 2 weeks to increase their reading, writing and listening skills. Blog entries 
include, but are not limited to:  
▪ Write a journal entry on a given topic  
▪ Watch a thirty-minute segment of a Spanish language television show and write a summary  
▪ Read a Spanish language newspaper article and write a summary and your opinion  
▪ Make a video / watch a video on a given topic  
▪ Answer an open-ended question related to the unit’s themes 

3. Essays 
Two to three times a semester students write multiple drafts of a formal, well-organized, persuasive essay that 
relates to the themes discussed in class. These essays imitate the format of the AP Spanish Language Exam. 
Therefore, the essay must be a response to specific information which has been presented in class, within a wide 
range of written, graphic  and audio/audiovisual sources. Students are expected to use appropriate vocabulary and 
incorporate transition words to express their ideas more effectively.  
4.  Oral Presentations & Interpersonal speaking 
Informal speaking: In class students will practice simulated conversations with a partner.  
Formal speaking: Formal presentations will integrate listening, reading and speaking skills, as well as compare the 

Spanish-speaking culture with students’ own culture. 
Projects: Students will work both individually and in groups to present on a given topic. 

5.  Participation 
Students are expected to be punctual, organized, prepared with necessary materials, respectful 
of others, and active participants in class discussions (in Spanish). Students’ participation is 
reviewed and assessed on a regular basis and each student is given a grade on their participation 
every six weeks. The participation grade is based on a rubric that clearly defines what is 
expected of students on a daily basis. 

*Note about the AP Spanish Language Exam 
Students are NOT required to take the AP exam, but it is EXPECTED that you are in this class to prepare 
yourself for the exam. Therefore, all students are expected to work hard and be dedicated throughout the 
entire school year, whether you are taking the exam or not. 
 
Must sign the following after reading this syllabus & the Digital Use Agreement: 
Digital Use Agreement 
Electronic Signature for Course Syllabus  
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